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Mrs. Hartzler, Elementary Principal 

 The end of the year is upon us.  It has been an interesting end to the year, to say the least. 

COVID-19 affected our school in ways we would have never imagined.  We all left for spring break 

thinking we were coming back in a week.  No one knew that March 13th would be the last day of the 

2019-2020 school year.   It has been a difficult time for all.  People are sad, scared, confused and 

anxious.  Teachers miss their kids and kids are missing their teachers.  Early in the quarantine (shut 

down), we had a parade through both Story City and Roland.  All district staff were invited to drive 

the bus routes through the 2 towns.  That was really neat.  Classes have been doing Zooms, I have 

been doing daily announcements and there has been a link on our webpage for online learning 

throughout the shutdown.  The end of the year brought a drive-through to pick up supplies and a 

parade at the school to say goodbye to teachers and to students.  We hope that this won't ever happen 

again and that everyone was kept safe during this time.  We are also hopeful that there were many 

silver linings throughout this like: more family time, kids having time to be creative and do projects at 

home and also connecting electronically with family members we may not have seen for a while.  The 

fall will be an exciting time to see all the bright faces of students coming through our doors.  We will 

miss our 4th grade friends that will be moving on to 5th grade, but we wish them well.  Thank you to 

all staff, students, parents, and the community for your support throughout this time.   

    We are planning to run our 2 week summer school for both math and reading the 2 weeks 

before school starts for students in grades K-4.  Those of you in summer school will get a reminder 

letter in July.  Please plan to pay your $50.00 on the first day of summer school. 

 Every year I put in a plea for having your children do some reading and math each day in the 

summer. This seems silly to be asking this of you after 8 weeks of you teaching your own kids, but I am 

hopeful that you are in the swing of things and can continue to do some of this work over the 

summer.  Remember we have the distance learning link on our webpage if you need support.   There is 

a lot of research on the summer slide and to prevent that, it just takes 15-20 minutes a day with a 

book or activities at the child’s grade level.  Having your child read a book out loud to you at his/her 

level is good.   

   The calendar for next year is on our webpage (rolandstory.school) so you can see when we 

start, end and when the early outs are.  Class lists will be available after July 15 on our website.  

Supply lists will available on the elementary page as well.  This year’s current list is there.  Our start 

date is August 24th.  

 I will continue next year to use Remind as a way to remind you of events coming up.  We are 

getting the paid version so it may look different.  I will send out information on that in the fall.   

Facebook (Roland-Story Elementary) and Twitter (hartzler24) are both good ways to get more 
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Normally, as I sit down to write an article for the school newsletter, my thoughts 
are filled with all of the amazing things that my students have been doing and the 
opportunities that await them in sharing their accomplishments with you.  Right now, 
my thoughts are still with my students, but they are instead steeped in gratitude for 
each one of them.  Of course, I am concerned about their education and keeping them 
learning. But mostly, I find myself reflecting on my extreme privilege of getting to 
teach music to each of these wonderful people and getting to be a part of their lives for 
seven years. 
  

Normally, I am exhausted at the end of a day of teaching from trying to ensure 
that I have taught what students need to know well enough.  I work to be certain that 
they own the skills that are needed going forward.  Did I make each one of those 
precious souls feel special today?  Was I patient enough?  Did I push enough?  Was I 
understanding, fun and engaging enough?   Now, that schedule has been altered, and I 
find myself planning and looking forward to the day that we can be together in the 
classroom again.  Kids, you had better be ready for me! 
  

Normally, we go from one season to the next, busy with all of the wonderful 
activities that await us.  We get caught up in day to day life and the details of it all.  It 
can, at times, be consuming and we often wish for things to slow down so we have the 
ability to enjoy it all.  We desire the time to be able to step back and absorb every 
second of it.  We’ve been given that time to do those things now.  To catch our breath 
and reflect.  I know that I am using this time to do just that.  

Right now, there is nothing normal about what is going on.  No one ever thought 
that something like this would touch our lives.  And because of this time, I hope that 
our students come to realize the extreme privilege of their education and the 
relationships that they have within our fine school.   I also pray we will come out of this 
unique challenge with more caring and concern for each other, and an increased 
appreciation for this community that we live in.   

                                                                                            Musically, 
                                                                                                   Mrs. Friest 

     
We studied so many interesting topics in the elementary library this year: fiction, 
nonfiction, author, illustrator, reference books, researching, and the Dewey Decimal 
System.When our learning was interrupted, we switched to online learning. Library videos 
are attached to the elementary announcements for students. So far, we have enjoyed 
seeing all of the new books that the library received from the book fair. We've talked about 
poetry and mysteries, too. Tune in! 
       
Please look for your library books. I know that it's a challenge after all this time, but do 
your best. Books can be dropped off at the elementary during the lunch pick-up. We are 
also planning a day to drop off and pick up items at school. Watch for the date! Don't forget 
to Read!  

Mrs. Morris
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Physical Education is very important because physically active students have a greater chance of 
being fit for a lifetime! Our goal is to give them advice to be fit by having a healthy active 
lifestyle. Daily physical activity helps build and maintain healthy bones, muscles, and joints; helps 
control body weight; prevents or delays the development of high blood pressure; improves school 
performances; increases blood flow and oxygen to the brain which may help improve memory and 
reduces depression; and builds self-esteem. 

Mrs. Braathun's 5th and 6th grade PE classes perform a wide variety of activities in the following 
units: Personal & Social Responsibility, Fitness Knowledge, Basketball Skills, Volleyball, and Dance 
Skills. 

Throughout the year students have been participating in several sports including: flag football, 
basketball, and volleyball. Some of the goals are to promote good sportsmanship, teamwork, and 
fair play. Students are working to develop basic skills in the fundamentals of each game and to 
learn the rules and strategies. 

The importance of lifetime fitness is stressed throughout the year. Exercise and physical activity 
are important for a healthy body. To maintain a healthy body everyone should try to have 60 
minutes of physical activity daily. The students are strongly urged to develop a habit of engaging 
in physical activities both during and after school. To help facilitate an understanding and to 
develop health-related fitness (cardiovascular fitness, strength, muscular endurance, and 
flexibility), students are taught fitness stations (weights, medicine balls, exercise balls, fit discs, 
step aerobics, and running); an obstacle course where students are traveling through the heart 
while performing fitness stations; and Team Marathon. 

The students will be involved in dance skills. Within a two-year span, they will perform new 
dances, square dances, line dances, disco, and tinikling. 

Because of the COVID-19, the students did not attend school during the 4th quarter. The 
activities they missed were: Bat & Ball Unit, Jump Rope & Healthy Heart Unit, juggling, fitness 
tests, and soccer/speedball.  

As always we stress the importance of a positive attitude, respect for teachers & peers, doing 
their best, giving a great effort, having confidence in yourself, & playing safely. 

Cathy Braathun 
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Food Science in Middle School Family and Consumer Sciences 

Katie Brouwer 

In addition to learning food preparation and kitchen safe and sanitation skills, 7th and 8th 

grade students also learn food science principles in their Family and Consumer Sciences 

exploratory. Food science is the study of the physical, biological, and chemical makeup of 

food. This means students are exploring why food works the way it does--nutritionally as 

well as a taste, texture, and appearance.  

7th graders make brownies--homemade, from scratch and students are often surprised 

that we don’t make them from a box! We discuss the decision making process when 

considering convenience products like boxed mixes and from-scratch baking. This recipe is 

complex for 7th graders because it involves eight ingredients that all have to be in the 

product for it to turn out! Students need to measure correctly and follow the recipe 

steps.  

8th graders make no-bake cookies and pizza crust. No-bake cookies involve managing 

stovetop heat and timing the boiling of the sugar mixture. It never fails that every group’s 

cookies turn out a little different when compared. Students are asked to compare the 

visual differences and hypothesize what could have caused the difference (length of time 

boiled, boil vs simmer). Students also make pizza crust which involves yeast and an 

overnight rising period in the refrigerator. They must manage the temperature of water 

and observe the yeast beginning to activate (foam). Students learn about gluten’s 

purpose, to add chewiness, and how to develop gluten by kneading the dough.  
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The Transition to an Online Classroom 

Gretchen Clapper-- 5th Grade Reading, 7th Grade Language-Arts 

As we left for Spring Break, none of us would have imagined not coming back to school 

for the rest of the school year. As a first year teacher, my heart was broken and I was so 

upset that I did not get to say goodbye to my first class of students. Fortunately, we live 

in an age where we can still connect with students over technology. 

The transition to an online classroom has come with many challenges for both teachers 

and students, but we are all making the most out of the situation. For my classrooms, this 

mostly means the use of Google Classroom. In Google Classroom I am able to share 

videos, links to different websites and documents, and provide immediate feedback to 

students when they turn in an assignment. I am also able to record myself/my computer 

screen to deliver direct instruction. I can then post this video on the classroom website 

for students to view. 

I believe that students learn best when they are able to share and communicate their 

learning with one another. Through these online forms, students are still able to do this 

communication. Students have been able to talk to one another about what they have 

been up to during this time and engage in classroom conversations. 

Although this isn’t the ending to the school year that we were all expecting, I am 

thankful that we are able to continue on in teaching and learning. Students will continue 

working on their reading and writing skills as we progress 

through the rest of this school year.
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Dear 8th Grade Students, 

No one could have imagined that when we left for spring break that we wouldn’t be 

returning to school.  That for the last months of school we would all be living through an 

unprecedented event, trying to find a new normal. 

One of those new normals is online school.  For the last quarter of your 8th-grade year, 

you were not with your classmates and teachers in a physical building.  Instead you were 

attending classes and completing work through Google Classroom, Google Meet, and 

Canvas.  You missed your final middle school track season, dance, band and vocal concert, 

and your last day of middle school.   

As your 8th-grade year wraps up and you begin looking towards next year as freshmen 

remember the following: 

1.  To persevere.  To meet every challenge with the mindset that you are going to 

work hard and do the best you can.  That giving up is not an option.  It is okay to 

become frustrated, to not get it right the first time as long as you are putting forth 

100% effort.  "If you've never failed, you've never lived."  Life=Risk 

2. To try new things.  Many new opportunities await you at high school, new classes, 

new extracurricular options, new friendships.  Take advantage of those new 

opportunities.  Don’t leave at the end of four years and regret not taking a class, 

going out for a sport, or auditioning for a part in a fine arts production.   

3. To be true to yourself.  Discover who you are as a person and be that person.  Don’t 

be afraid to take the path that fits you even if it is not the same path as all your 

friends. 

Thank you 8th graders.  Thank you for your smiles, your laughter, your perspective on 

life.  Thank you for the frustrating days and the days of amazement.  Thank you for your 

creativity, your musical talents, your athletic abilities.  I can’t wait to see what you do in 

high school. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Broich 
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Marissa O. ~Roland-Story Middle School Student 

For the rest of the school year, RSMS has encouraged online learning to take place of the normal 

school learning. If we were not to learn over the rest of the year and including the school months, 

we might not have been ready for 8th grade. RSMS should continue to do online school to prepare 

us for next school year.  

Students can choose whether to participate in online learning, because it is not mandatory. Many 

students are participating though. It is more difficult to adapt to online learning, but the teachers 

have taken some measures to make it easier to learn at home. With the months from spring break 

to the summer months if students didn't have any learning we could forget things, or not be 

prepared. Teachers have also offered to meet via Zoom or Google Hangout, so the assignments 

can be understood more easily.  

This doesn't mean I like online learning more than going to school. I still miss seeing my friends 

almost every day. I also like the fact that the teachers have an "off day" on Wednesdays, because 

it allows us to catch up on any work we may not have gotten done during the week. Although it 

Jori W. ~Roland-Story Middle School Student 

Digital learning is necessary in the current situation we are in. Since the outbreak, schools have 

closed, and in our case we are not reopening. Now that schools are closed we must continue our 

learning, and we must do it online. This is fully functional and requires students absolute 

attention. Digital learning has many benefits, but could cause small issues for some students. 

The online learning we are provided is considered an opportunity to continue our education, even 

though we are in bad circumstances. Week’s plans are sent out to students, so we know what is 

going on. This helps students with organizing our online curriculum. I personally  think it is a great 

opportunity for students and teachers.  Digital learning gives people some very good options. 

Students are able to do the work whenever they feel like it without being stressed to get it done 

right away. This helps with the mental state for some. The activities given are all tasks we can 

complete and not worry about school the next day. Digital learning is easy with all of the 

technology students can access. The outbreak has had benefits even though it is awful around the 

Middle School Editorials
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All together now… 
by Chris Johnson, RSMS Vocal Music 

I never thought I’d be here at this moment — sitting at home, away from our choirs, 
avoiding the humans that don’t live in my house. It turns out that it’s hard for 
performers (even introverts like me) to deal with this sudden loss of community found 
in performing ensembles. When I was reminded that I had to submit an article for the 
newsletter, I was honestly surprised that we were still doing this. I thought to myself, 
“What can I possibly say that hasn’t been said?” But then I thought that maybe this 
quick article could be something encouraging for all of us in these times. 

Composer and Broadway legend Stephen Sondheim depicts our current frustrations 
perfectly: “Art, in itself, is an attempt to bring order out of chaos.” Presently we 
aren’t able to create art in the ways we were accustomed, and that is frustrating. We 
all crave another opportunity to be in the room with the students, working to build 
skills and relationships, and working to perform for our communities. We all wish that 
someone would have alerted us March 13, 2020 would be a day to savor. 

As we are told on all fronts that we need to halt our work and to distance ourselves 
from one another, we are faced with this bitter irony: the exact thing we are asked to 
discontinue is also the exact thing that we so desperately need. Dr. Eliza Rubenstein, 
director of choral activities at Orange Coast College, says “I don’t want to do a 
virtual choir,” and I agree with her. While our technological age has made online 
learning an option and a reality, “virtual choir” captures precisely none of the things 
that drew us to the art form. She says, “Choral singing is a corporate endeavor… a 
pursuit in which our individual bodies act as one body toward a common goal. We 
became choral musicians because we craved the inspiration of the shared breath, the 
vibrations of the tuned chord, the closeness of the singers around us.” 

Much more could be said about what composer Alice Parker calls “the incalculable 
loss of being able to sing together — that unique way of affirming each individual 
voice as we create not only community, but beauty.” Ultimately though, lingering on 
what was or what might have been is not altogether helpful. Dr. Jeff Benson, director 
of choral activities at San Jose State University, challenges us to consider what 
remains instead of grieve what we’ve lost. He lists the following points: 

•Art is resilient. 
•Music is not canceled. 
•We’ve been given the gift of time. We should slow down and learn from this. 
•Some of the greatest pieces of art were made during times of turmoil. Let’s 
create! 

Remember two of our district’s core values: people are the priority and there is 
power in positivity. Figure out a simple way to create and share beauty today, right 
where you are. Be courageous, give grace, and do good work. Remind yourself of 
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High School Spanish - Amanda Paulson 

¡Saludos de la clase de español!  Greetings from Spanish class! I hope everyone is 
doing well!  This spring I miss being in the school, experiencing the general 
excitement of finishing up the school year with the students, and saying farewell to 
our seniors.  Although it’s not how we envisioned it, we are finishing up the year 
strong in both the Spanish II and I classes.  It can be challenging and I appreciate the 
attention the students are giving to their on-line work. 

Currently the Spanish I students are working with the family vocabulary and will get to 
know a bit more about the culture of Chile later in the unit.  Students will also learn 
more about what is typical for families in Spanish-speaking countries, such as how it is 
more common for young people to live at home until they are married.  In working 
with our family vocabulary, the students will be sharing a Google slide presentation 
that they will create about their own families.  It is always fun to see the thought the 
students put into sharing about their families, whether they are real or fictional! 

The Spanish II students have also been working with vocabulary theme of holiday 
celebrations and planning a party.  In the next few weeks, they will be researching 
cultural celebrations of different Spanish-speaking countries and comparing them with 
corresponding celebrations of the United States.  It’s fun to see how different 
countries celebrate birthdays and La Navidad (Christmas)! 

As we finish the year, the Spanish II students will be working with travel and vacation 
vocabulary.  It certainly is useful vocabulary as the students start to think about where 

Spanish Trip to Peru 2020: Since the trip has been postponed until December 26th, there 
are several seniors who can no longer go due to scheduling conflicts with college plans. 
Any current Sophomore, Junior or Senior, who will have completed Spanish 2 this year, may 
apply. Please email Mrs. Lettow or Mrs. Paulson if interested in this amazing opportunity!!  

Mrs. Lettow
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Tanner Stutzman- High School Choir 

This is a newsletter unlike any other I have written. This Spring, there has not been 

anything happening in the physical classroom. However, students have still been hard at 

work. While in quarantine, students have been focusing on music literacy skills. They 

have been doing assignments on Sight Reading Factory and have been turning in quality 

work! The Senior members of the choir also put together a virtual choir video of our 

traditional final song for our final concert, “How Can I Keep From Singing?” It is such a 

fitting song for this time of life. Although we were unable to be physically together to 

make beautiful music, these students still found a way to keep singing. You can check 

out that video on any of our social media pages. 

       I miss being in the classroom with our students and hearing the beautiful music they 

create. The future still seems uncertain for singing together, but I hold on to hope. The 

world needs music and we will find a way to provide that music. I also hold on to hope 

because of the students we have at Roland-Story. These students have blessed me in 

many ways during quarantine and I know that because of this situation our students will 

be better prepared for whatever life brings them next. 

      Until we can gather again; keep singing. Keep the music alive as it is something that 

enriches our lives. I will be anxiously awaiting the day that I can hear the 130 high school 

voices together again! 
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Kevin Masemann - High School Band 

MARCHING BAND 
The R-S marching band performed at all home football games.  The last game two football 
halftimes featured music from Queen.  This year the parade selection was “Mirada”.  The band 
marched at the Marshalltown Oktemberfest Parade on Saturday, September 28.  The band 
finished in 1st place in Class 2A and 1st place overall.  This was the 13th time of finishing in 1st 
place since 2005.  The Carroll Band Days Parade was rained out and the Pella Tulip Time parade 
was canceled.  Drum majors were Samantha Elsberry, Megan McGuigan, and Emily Ruben. 

ALL-STATE/SCIBA/CYCLONE HONOR BAND 
Four students auditioned for the All-State auditions held at Indianola:  Jarod Hart – french horn, 
Rhianna Koppes – trumpet, Nathan Limas – trombone, and Cedric Ray – tuba.  Jarod Hart was 
selected as an alternation for the 2019 Iowa All-State Band. 
Rhianna Koppes - trumpet and Nathan Limas – trombone were selected to the SCIBA Honor 
Band.  The concert was to have been held at Ankeny in January, but was canceled due to a 
snowstorm. 
The ISU Honor Band was held in February at CY Stephens Auditorium.  Students participating 
included:  Ally Ringsby – clarinet, Jarod Hart – french horn, and Aaliyah Selby – trombone. 

COLOR GUARD  
Jenna Hoskins, Rachel Patton, Rebecca Strobl, Josie Thomas, and Reagan Vogelaar performed at 
the ISDTA solo competition at Newton High School in November.  All five individuals did a 
superb job. 
Roland-Story Color Guard place 2nd in Class 1 Color Guard and 9th overall at the Iowa State 
Dance/Drill Team Association Championships held at Hy-Vee Hall in December.  The color 
guard performed to the music selection “Imagination”.  R-S has finished in 1st or 2nd place 
eleven times in the last fourteen years.  The Roland-Story Color Guard members and instructors 
were interviewed for the ISDTA Championship Show which was televised on Iowa Public 
Television.  Color Guard members:  Capri Cory, Kennedy Downs, Kierra Elliott, Jenna Hoskins, 
Rachel Patton, Ally Ringsby, Madison Stevenson, Rebekah Strobl, Josie Thomas, and Reagan 
Vogelaar. 

JAZZ BAND 
The Roland-Story Jazz Band had another great jazz season this year.  They qualified for the Iowa 
Jazz Championships for the eighteenth straight year in Class 2A! 
Students in the jazz band included the following: 
Saxophone - Noah Britten, Olivia Heithoff, Maddie Hennager, Emily Ruben, Ellie Thompson, 
and Dana Vinson. 
Trumpet - Samantha Elsberry, Macy Friest, Seth Halleland, Jarod Hart, Meg Kepler, Rhianna 
Koppes, and Ella Sirna. 
Trombone - Jillian Concannon, Nathan Limas, Bayley Lyman, Sam Sirna, and Maddy Stevenson. 
Rhythm - Lizzy Danielson, Jacob Hennager, Dylan Hughes, Megan McGuigan, Ally Ringsby, 
and Xander Webb. 
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Results this past school year included the following: 
SCIBA Jazz Festival held at Winterset High School on December 14 - 1st place Roland-Story. 
Outstanding soloists:  Noah Britten - alto saxophone, Jacob Hennager - guitar, and Xander Webb 
- drum set. 
Triton Jazz Festival held at Iowa Central Community College on January 10 - 1st place Roland-
Story.  Outstanding soloists:  Megan McGuigan - flute, Noah Britten - alto saxophone, Maddie 
Hennager - tenor saxophone, Jarod Hart - flugelhorn, Jarod Hart - trumpet, Jacob Hennager - 
guitar, and Xander Webb - drum set. 
Iowa High School Music Association Jazz Festival held at Marshalltown High School on January 
27 - division 1 rating for the 19th straight year. 
SEP Jazz Festival held at Southeast Polk High School on February 15 - 3rd place Roland-Story.  
Outstanding soloists:  Noah Britten - alto saxophone, Seth Halleland - trumpet, Jarod Hart - 
trumpet, Jacob Hennager - guitar, Megan McGuigan - piano, and Xander Webb - drum set. 
Tallcorn Jazz Festival held at UNI on February 20 - 1st place Roland-Story.  Outstanding 
soloists:  Noah Britten - alto saxophone, Maddie Hennager - tenor saxophone, Jarod Hart - 
flugelhorn, Jarod Hart - trumpet, and Jacob Hennager - guitar.  Noah Britten was selected as the 
outstanding soloist of the day for Class 2A. 
Hoover Jazz Festival held at Des Moines Hoover on March 7 - 1st place Roland-Story. 
Outstanding soloists:  Megan McGuigan - flute, Noah Britten - alto saxophone, Jarod Hart - 
trumpet, Jacob Hennager - guitar, and Xander Webb - drum set.  Noah Britten was chosen as the 
All-Star saxophone player for Class 2A. 

Noah Britten was chosen as the 1st chair alto saxophone player in Class 1A-2A for the Iowa All-
State Jazz.  The Iowa All-State Jazz performance was to have been held in May during the Iowa 
Band Association conference.  

CONCERT BAND 
The concert band students had two stellar performances.  The band performed the following 
selections in the Winter Concert held on Monday, December 16th:  “Angels We Have Heard On 
High”, “I Saw Three Ships”, “A Fireside Christmas”, “Snow Day Celebration”, and “Christmas 
Festival”.  The February concert on February 13th featured the following selections:  “Awakening 
Hills”, “A Disneyland Celebration”, “Ireland:  Of Legend And Lore”, and “The Thunderer”. 

HOIAC HONOR BAND STUDENTS  

The Heart Of Iowa Activities Conference Fine Arts Festival was held on Thursday, March 5th at 
PCM High School.  A total of 102 students were selected to be a part of the conference honor 
band.  The following Roland-Story band students participated in the honor band:  Jillian 
Concannon – trombone, Lizzy Danielson – percussion, Jarod Hart – french horn, Jacob Hennager 
– french horn, Jenna Hoskins – flute, Rhianna Koppes – trumpet, Vickie Olson – clarinet, Haley 
Peyton – clarinet, Cedric Ray – tuba, Ally Ringsby – clarinet, Emily Ruben – tenor saxophone, 
Maddy Stevenson – trombone, Dana Vinson – bari saxophone, and Honoka Yoshinaga – oboe.  
Emily Ruben and Dana Vinson were chosen by the conference band directors to be first chair in 
their sections.  Director for the conference honor band was Mr. Alan Feirer from Winterset, 
Iowa.  The students performed the following selections for their performance:  "Declaration 
Overture" by Claude T. Smith, "Willows Of Winter" by B.J. Brooks, "Butterfly's Ball" by Ryan 
Fraley, and "Big Four March" by Karl King. 

SOLO/ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL 
Roland-Story High School was selected to be the host for the Iowa High School Music 
Association solo/ensemble festival on Saturday, April 4.  The festival was canceled this spring. 
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High School Art- Amber Doyle 

The most beautiful thing that has come out of this pandemic for me to witness is the way 

people have turned to the arts for a sense of purpose, a sense of calm in the storm.  

Entertainment, hope, and to stretch their creative muscles, simply because they finally 

have the time to make it.  Students have sent me fun things they are trying, as well as 

assignments and it’s been fun to see their creativity. 

Before this unusual journey of ours began, we were able to sneak in the Heart of Iowa 

Conference Art Show, hosted at PCM.  Independent Art Students; Hunter Buckels, Josie 

Concannon, Kylie Green, Jessica Hendrian, and Rachel Patton helped select, mount, and 

set up over 100 pieces from various Roland-Story students.  The show was judged while 

students took a field trip to Pella to visit the Central College campus and witness 

printmaking, papermaking, and everyone’s favorite, glassblowing.  Hunter was even able 

to try his hand at creating a glass flower.  After returning, we were rewarded with 30 of 

our pieces having been selected with judge’s ribbons.  Congratulations to Victoria Olson 

(3), Reece Johnson, Reagan Vogelaar(2), Meghan Kepler (4), Tayte Johnson (5), Ajay 

Twedt, Kylie Green (2), Morgan Lueck, Kennedy Downs, Macy Friest, Jorja Thompson, 

Maritza Cruz, Cassie Hill, Laurel Osborn(2), Rachel Patton, Katilyn Kilstofte(2), Jessica 

Hendrian, Hunter Buckels, Josie Concannon(2), Emma Schnurstein, Tyler Kupka, Gabe 

Reitano, Cora Twedt, Lani Krull, and Anna Peach on receiving ribbons. 

  

Unfortunately, we will end the school year without the Octagon Senior Art Show or the 

High School Art Show where our Outstanding Senior Artist is recognized.  We still want to 

extend our congratulations to Josie Concannon for being selected.  I think 

that Josie might have been living in the High School art room this year.  She not only 

spent all of her Independent art time in the room doing projects, but basically every 

study hall and seminar that she could, as well.  When the seniors were trying to finish up 

their art room mural before the end of the first semester, she put in a few late nights, for 

good measure.  She is always the first student to take on an extra project, to help an 

underclassman on an assignment that she has done in years past, or to make another like-

minded art student feel welcome in the art room.  She is a talented artist with more 

ideas than there are hours in the day and passionate about getting things done right.  I 

look forward to seeing where her talents take her in the future.  Best of luck 

to Josie Concannon! 

  

I plan to hand back artwork next year to everyone to make it easier and hope to see more 
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